
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sustainable Island Management 
 

Minor code LKZ340VE3 
Education cycle 1st cycle (bachelor) 

Mode of delivery On-campus 
Study programme Coastal and Sea Management 
Part of study year Year 3 

Location Leeuwarden 
Semester  Fall semester; terms 1 and 2 

Number of credits (ECTS) 30 
Language of instruction English 

Target group VHL students, Erasmus+ students, external students 
Minor co-ordinator and 

contact person 
suzanne.assink@hvhl.nl 

Entry requirements and 
prerequisites 

You are interested in sustainable island management and have a first-year transcript of a university 
(of applied sciences). Do you fulfil these criteria? Then you are very welcome to participate! 

Capacity max 25 students in total 
Application procedure Consult Exchange possibilities  

Major study units  The full minor is composed of one study unit. Students have to successfully pass all assignments in 
order to gain 30 ECTS; they may not receive ECTS for partial assignments 

Content  
 

On small islands the connection between people and the sea is very strong. Problems are clearly 
present and the coast and sea inescapable. How do you keep economic advantage on islands when 
talking about recreation and tourism? Rising sea levels, depletion of corals, rising frequency of 
natural disasters are big challenges islands have to cope with. 
 
In the first 9 weeks of the minor you will be immersed into sustainable island management from 
a people, planet, profit point of view through e.g. workshops and interactive lectures. You are 
encouraged and expected to read and analyze relevant scientific literature and will be actively 
involved in discussions. A diverse set of cases will be presented to you covering threats, 
challenges, opportunities and solutions small islands have to cope with. Several exams are 
included in this module to assess your obtained skills and knowledge. All of this will prepare you 
for a project on sustainable island management that you will have to carry out for a real client. 
 
The minor consists of a 2-week during fieldtrip whereby you can choose between the Dutch 
Caribbean or an island closer to home like a Wadden island. A maximum of 10 students can 
participate in the excursion to the Caribbean (based on first come first serve and signing up for 
the excursion means that you will have to participate). Additional costs apply for both fieldtrip 
options. The projects are either ecological or socio-economical. You will also have to write down 
its significance for the local community. 

Competencies 
 

Project manager, Project coordinator, Applied researcher, Mediator 
Level 3 

Learning goals 
 

At the end of this minor the student:  
1. Has insight in challenges that occur on small islands.  
2. Systematically review and apply relevant literature on a specific subject  
3. Systematically review and apply relevant management tools on a specific subject  
4. Using different communication techniques to present a project  
5. Can research an ecological or socio-economical question in the field of sustainable island 

management  
6. Can translate research outcomes into management advice supporting the transition towards 

sustainable small island use.  

mailto:suzanne.assink@hvhl.nl
https://www.vhluas.com/study/exchange-possibilities


 

 
Added value Students learn about the threats, challenges, opportunities and solutions small islands have to 

cope with. They will think about sustainable island management that could make a difference to 
people living there. Not only will this minor enlarge your knowledge and skills, it might also 
benefit the economical and environmental situation on the island. 

Mandatory literature Check blackboard for information about additional literature. 
Teaching methods and 

student workload  
Interactive lectures, excursions, seminars, discussions, workshops, fieldwork: 
 
Lectures                              100 study load hours 
Discussions                         100 study load hours 
Seminars                             60 study load hours 
Self-study                            210 study load hours 
Excursion                            140 study load hours 
Workshops                         70 study load hours 
Fieldwork                            160 study load hours 

Assessment 
  

Assessment 
code 

Name of assessment Form of assessment ECTS 

LKZ340VE2-01 Ecology exam written, individual 5 
LKZ340VE2-02 Socio-economy exam written, individual 5 
LKZ340VE2-03 Poster Pitch oral, individual 2 
LKZ340VE2-04 Island report written, group 5 
LKZ340VE2-05 Preparation & evaluation written, individual 3 

LKZ340VE2-06 Workfield assignment written, group 10 
 

Evaluation scale 
 

Grades between: 1-10; 0,1 interval; 5,5 pass 
view ECTS credits and grading 
 

 

https://www.vhluas.com/study/study-in-holland-at-vhl/practical-matters/ect-credits-and-grading

